Pleural effusion due to herpes simplex type II infection in an immunocompromised host.
Pleural effusions caused by herpes simplex viruses are rare. We report a case of a young woman with acute lymphocytic leukemia (ALL) and prolonged neutropenia who developed pleural space infection with herpes simplex type II virus (HSV II), as confirmed by cytologic and microbiologic studies. We believe that this is the first report of a pleural effusion caused by HSV II, and suggest that this virus now be considered in the differential diagnosis of an unexplained exudative pleural effusion, especially in an immunocompromised host.